JUST MADE, BETTER

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES WIDE RECEIVER NELSON
AGHOLOR HONORS TOP STUDENTS

Agholor recognized Camden City School District students who excelled during
year-long reading initiative with PDQ restaurants at all district schools

CAMDEN, NJ- June 10, 2019 - Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Nelson Agholor hosted an awards
ceremony on Friday, June 14 at the H.B. Wilson Family School in Camden for the top students
throughout the district. Agholor honored the students who excelled at the highest levels as part of the
Building Reading Muscles program, a year-long reading challenge for Camden students. The partnership,
along with award-winning PDQ restaurants, encouraged students to meet reading goals throughout the
school year and included prizes, free food from PDQ and more.

Agholor honored nearly 140 students from 14 schools in the district, including the top five award winners:
Jeffrey Vines (Coopers Poynt Elementary School), Christian Moss (Sharp Elementary School), Brazil
Nesmith (Thomas H Dudley Elementary School), Julian Correa-Santiago (HB Wilson Family Elementary
School) and Victoria Hernandez (Sharp Elementary School). The top five students had the highest
combined diagnostic gain, pass rate, and time on task per grade level.

Overall the program reaped significant rewards throughout the 2018-19 school year. Using the i-Ready
adaptive assessment that identifies students' strengths and weaknesses, measures growth, and supports
data-driven differentiated instruction, the top 5 Camden City Public School students demonstrated the
highest overall growth on the i-Ready assessment and, the highest overall time-on-task and the highest
overall passing rate pass in i-Ready lessons for the 2018-2019 school year. Many Camden City Public
School students have, over the past 3 years, shown gains in growth and grade level performance using i-
Ready's Diagnostic and Instruction. Students earned coupons good for free PDQ food throughout the
school year. The program reached 7,000 students in Kindergarten through 12th grade in 15 schools in
Camden.

“The past year has been one of remarkable achievement for Camden that reflects the focus and hard
work of our educators and our students,” said Katrina McCombs, Camden Schools Superintendent. “One
integral element in our success has been our very purposeful implementation of the i-Ready digital
program as a primary tool for supporting student growth in math and reading, using the diagnostic
assessment to understand each student's needs and the online instruction and guidance to chart
personalized learning paths for our learners.”

“Nelson is a Person Dedicated to Quality and former team member who continues to do incredible work in


http://www.eatpdq.com/

the community, and the success of this program in Camden is a prime example,” said PDQ CEO and Co-
Founder Nick Reader. “Our PDQ team is extremely proud of today’s award winners, and all of the
students who worked so hard during this school year to achieve their reading goals.”

Agholor worked at the first PDQ in Tampa in 2011 and is a Brand Ambassador for PDQ, which has 65
restaurants in 10 states, including two Delaware Valley locations in Cherry Hill and Sicklerville.

For more information, please contact:

Camden City School District

Charae Perry - 856.375.4737 - cperry@camden.k12.nj.us
Sheena Yera - 856.308.3061 - SYera@camden.k12.nj.us

PDQ
Jeffrey Kamis - 813.784.3642 — jkamis@eatPDQ.com

About PDQ

Founded in 2011, award-winning PDQ - short for "People Dedicated to Quality” - offers chef-driven recipes
and mindful ingredients typically found in a fine casual restaurant with the value, speed and convenience
of the fast food and fast casual segment. Outback Steakhouse co-founder Bob Basham and MVP Holdings
CEO Nick Reader are the two principal owners of PDQ. The partners spent more than two years developing
the concept behind the brand, focused on quality of the food and people. Beloved throughout the Southeast
and now beyond for its hand-breaded chicken tenders and homemade signature sauces, PDQ also crafts
delicious sandwiches, salads and hand-spun milkshakes fresh in store, every day. PDQ is committed to
creating deep roots in its local communities and has given nearly $6 million in dollars and in-kind donations
to local charities, schools, and organizations since its inception. On October 30, 2011, the original PDQ
restaurant opened its doors in Tampa (FL) and the concept now has 65 locations throughout Arizona,
Florida, Georgia, lllinois, Nevada, New Jersey, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas and Utah. For more
information, visit www.eatPDQ.com.
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