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Success stories abound
at Medical Arts High

&y Marc Meltzer
Deily News Staff Writer

In some ways, the students who

attend Camden’s Dr. Charles E.
Brmm Medical Arts High School
are no different from those at other
schools in this struggling city.

“We still have typical teen-age
concerns— mood SWIngs, normone
swings siill take place,” principal
Stephanie A Branch said.

But such feelings rarely get the
upper hand.

“Between & and 3, there’s not
much time to think of foolishness.
We're highly structured,” she said.
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ing class has been accepled 1o col-
lege and offered financial aid (ei
therascholership or grant money}.
the SJCCESS is something Camden
cannot ignore.

One student got a2 Navy
scholarship for 580,000

“These kids have earned every
dollar the colieges are willing 1¢
offer,” Branch said of the 51 seniors
who graduate June 17. “We've got
extremely high standards.”

The Medical Arts school opened
in the fall of 1994 on the fourth floor
of Qur Lady of Lourdes Medical
Center. Two years ago. it moved
into a former Bible factory on
Copewood Street, about two blocks
from the hospital in the city’s Whit-
man Park neighborhood.

Student Gajarah Jackson sald
that, because of its small 5"129. the
class developed a “family
ionship.” But Jeckson and her
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Science instructor James Gibbs works with students Spring Hamis (left) and Carmen Velazguez

some kind of elitist high school.”

The students fought for Brimm.
When the seniors were 10th-grad-
ers, the city keld 2 bond referen-
dum on whether to spend 53 mil-
lion to renovate the former Nelson
Bible Publishing Co.

“We made fliers at school. Passed

out the fliers, encouraged people 10

go out 1o \'OLG " Gejarah Jackson
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“Basically, if you have young pec-
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Students Edward Davis {‘eft\ and Ja'nal Miles check airway of
CPR dummy in senior nealth class at Medical Arts school
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She hopes that some day, way
down the road, Briznm graduates
can get together and fo*
vi.:nc for Camden resident

She said the medical arts
school has “brought T

whole new level. Wher
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— Marc Melizer




