Genre:  Fiction
                                  Novel Study
Grade: 2 Novel Unit

Title/Author:  Keena Ford and the Second-Grade Mix-Up/ Melissa Thomson 
Suggested Time: 14-17 days 

Common Core ELA Standards:

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.RL.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.RL.2.2 Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.RL.2.3 Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.RL.2.4 Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.RL.2.5 Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.RL.2.6 Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.RL.2.7 Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.RL.2.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.RF.2.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.RF.2.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.RF.2.4a Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.RF.2.4c Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.2.1  Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.2.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally through other media
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.2.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.L.2.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.L.2.2b Use commas in greetings and closings of letters

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.L.2.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.L.2.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.L.2.4a Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.L.2.4c Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.L.2.4e Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.L.2.5 Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.L.2.5a Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy)

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.L.2.5b Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, scrawny)

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.L.2.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy)
Teacher Instructions
Before Teaching
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.
Big Ideas and Key Understandings

· Telling the truth is not always easy
· Honesty is the best policy 
· Forgive friends that make mistakes
Text Focusing Question

· How do characters respond to major events and challenges?
· Draw conclusions about character motivation and relationships using text evidence.
· What is the central message, lesson, or moral of the story?
· What are the key details from the text?
Synopsis
Keena Ford doesn't mean to be a troublemaker, but sometimes things get out of hand. Lucky for her, it's the beginning of the second grade and Keena's got a clean slate. So when her new second-grade teacher, Ms. Campbell, mistakenly thinks it's her birthday and brings in a huge chocolate cake, Keena realizes that she's gotten herself into a sticky situation. She knows she has to tell the truth, but it's not easy to turn down her very own birthday cake and a chance to wear a sparkly crown.
2. Read entire main selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.
3. Re-read the main selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.

During Teaching
1. Students read the assigned section/journal entry from the text independently.
2. Teacher reads the assigned section/journal entry from the text aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)
Text Dependent Questions

	
	Text-dependent Questions
	Evidence-based Answers

Student responses are included but not limited to the following. Any valid answer that is based on text evidence should be accepted

	Wednesday, August 25  4:30 P.M.  
	· Who are some of the important people in Keena’s life? Describe them.

· What does the illustration on p. 3 show about how Keena feels about Tiffany? Why?

· Why did Keena get in trouble at the doctor’s office last year? What does this show us about her?


	Some of the most important people in Keena’s life are her dad, Brian, and Eric.  Her dad is bald and has a fish named Henry.  Brian is her brother and he is in middle school. Eric is her best friend and lives in her apartment building. 
The illustration on page 3 shows that Keena is unhappy and bored when she is having a tea party with Tiffany.  I know this because in the illustration she looks unhappy and is not having fun.
Keena got in trouble in the doctor’s office last year when she grabbed the nurse’s arm and pinched her really hard. This shows that Keena does things that she should not do and misbehaves. 

	Thursday, August 26  4:00 P.M. /7:00 P.M. 
	· Why did Keena think that Eric’s request was mysterious? Why does she decide to listen to him? 
· Read the quote from p. 12. “I tried to act excited too, because even if Eric’s great ideas aren’t that great, he IS my best friend.” What does this quote show about Keena? Why?

· How did Keena’s feelings about Eric’s idea change? Why?

· Why does Keena think that second grade is “going to be the best year ever”? (Make sure to highlight the detail about them knowing they were going to be in the same class.)


	Keena thinks that Eric’s request was mysterious because he told her to wear her camp T-shirt on Thursday and Keena knows that Mondays are camp T-shirt days. Keena decides to listen to him because in the text she said she was curious to see what he had planned. 

This quote shows that Keena is a good friend to Eric. I know this because Keena is kind to Eric and doesn’t want to hurt his feelings.

Keena’s feelings about Eric’s idea changed because at first she thought it wasn’t a good idea. After Keena tried Eric’s idea she thought it was a really good idea. Keena enjoyed having the other kids and counselors sign her T-shirt. 

Keena thinks that second grade is going to be the best year ever because she will be in Eric’s class and he is her best friend.  I know this because in the text Keena says she knows for sure that they will be in the same class. 

	Friday, August 27  8:00 P.M. 
	· Why does Keena capitalize some words? 
· Why does Keena think that Friday “was the worst day ever”?
· Does Keena fix the Homework Hut? Explain.
 
	Keena capitalizes some words when she is really excited or upset about something. For example, when Keena found out that she was not in the same class as Eric she said it was the worst day ever. She capitalized the word ever because she was really upset. 

Keena thinks that Friday was the worst day ever because she was not in Eric’s class and she forgot to put the cover on the Homework Hut.  On page 16, Keena said the most awful thing that happened is that she will not be in the same class as Eric. In the text, Keena was upset on Friday morning when she saw the Homework Hut. 
Keena did not fix up the Homework Hut. She did not want to fix up the Homework Hut because the letter from school said she would not be in Eric’s class. Keena didn’t think she would be doing homework with Eric since she wasn’t in his class.

	Saturday, August 28  8:30 A.M./6:30 P.M. 
	· Why does Keena like going to the coffee shop with her father?
· Why does Keena not want to be in a class with all girls?
· What advice does Keena’s dad give her? Why?

	Keena likes going to the coffee shop with her father because she gets to order for herself and have grown-up talks at the coffee shop with her father. In the book Keena said it was pretty much her favorite thing to do. 
Keena doesn’t want to be in a class with all girls because that means that Linny Berry will be in her class. She doesn’t want to be in the same class as Linny Berry because they don’t get along and she had a fight with her last year.
Keena doesn’t want to be in a class with all girls because her best friend Eric will be in the boy’s class. 
Keena’s dad told Keena that it was probably best if Keena and Eric were not in the same class. In the text Keena’s dad says that sometimes if you spend all of your time with one person, you start fighting with them. 

	  Monday, August 30  9:00 P.M. 
	· How does Keena feel when she is shopping? Why?

· On p. 32 Keena says, “I have decided that I will probably hate second grade.” Why does she say this?


	Keena feels happy and excited when she was shopping. She was excited because she got a cool belt that sparkles and two pairs of shoes. She feels happy when she is shopping with her mom. 
Keena says she will probably hate second grade because she is worried and sad about going to school the next day. She is worried and sad because she will not be in the same class as Eric. I know she was worried because it took her a long time to fall asleep.  



	Tuesday, August 31  10:30 A.M. /7:30P.M.  
	· Why does Keena start her journal with the sentence “I LOVE second grade!!!!”? Why did her feelings change?

· How does Eric feel about the first day of school? How do you know? (Push them to notice the evidence that shows that he isn’t quite as happy as Keena is.)


	Keena wrote that she loves second grade because she was surprised that she really liked it. Keena was worried that she would hate being in an all girls’ class without her best friend Eric. Her feelings changed because she loves all the things about her classroom and she thinks her teacher is really cool. 

Eric feels unhappy after the first day of school. I know this because Keena said that Eric didn’t talk very much and he didn’t look very excited. Eric wasn’t excited like Keena was about the first day of second grade.

	Wednesday, September 1  10:30 A.M./8:30 P.M. 
	· How does Keena write her birthday? Is it correct? Explain why.

· Why does Keena not tell the truth when Miss Campbell asks her? Why do you think Keena does not tell the truth?
· What does Keena decide to do? Why?


	Keena writes her birthday a special way with just numbers. Keena didn’t write her birthday correctly because she wrote the day first instead of the month first.
Keena didn’t tell the truth when Miss Campbell asked her because she was excited about the birthday crown and birthday cake.  Keena doesn’t tell the truth because she wants to have a birthday party at school. 
Keena decides to think of a plan. Keena decides that she will tell Ms. Campbell about the mix-up and that she got confused. Then Keena changes her plan and decides that she will pretend to be sick so she doesn’t have to go to school. She doesn’t want to go to school because she doesn’t want to tell her teacher that she made a mistake.

	Thursday, September 2  10:30 A.M./3:30 P.M./8:00 P.M.  
	· Why did Keena’s plan not work?
· When Keena finds out Eric is going to be gone her feelings change. Why?
· What does the word “sternly” mean? What does it show about how Keena’s mom is feeling?

· Does Brian respond the way Keena thought he would? Explain why.


	Keena’s plan didn’t work because her mom pretended that she didn’t’ hear her coughing and her mom told her if she was sick she would have to go to the doctor for some shots. 

Keena’s feelings change because no one would know that she is celebrating her birthday a little early. She decided to wear her birthday crown at recess since Eric was not there.
Sternly means to be very serious and strict. It shows that Keena’s mom is feeling very upset and mad at Keena.
Brian doesn’t respond the way Keena thought he would. Keena thought that Brian would make fun of her. When he found out about her mistake he didn’t make fun of her or laugh at her. In the text her brother said he was sorry that she got confused and gave her the bottle of ginger ale. 



	Friday, September 3  10:30 A.M./1:30 P.M./4:30 P.M./8:00 P.M. 
	· What happens when Keena gets to school? What does Linny say and do? 
· Why did Keena say that she “thinks Friday is my lucky day”?

· How does Keena feel when she is hiding under the desk? What details does the author include to help the reader better understand how Keena feels?

· Why do Eric and Keena rebuild the Homework Hut? What is special about Homework Hut?


	When Keena gets to school her teacher smiles at her and the students work on writing classroom rules. Linny told Tiffany it is not nice to tease someone who made a mistake.  
Keena says that she thinks Friday is her lucky day because she worked on the classroom rules with Linny and now they are friends.
Keena is nervous when she is hiding under the desk. The author said that Keena could hear her heart beating loud and heavy like a stomping foot. 

Eric and Keena rebuild the Homework Hut because they need a quiet place to do their homework. The Homework Hut is special because it is a place just for Keena and Eric. 

	Saturday, September 4  11:30 A.M. 
	· Why does Keena tell her dad, “It’s going to be a really LONG story”?


	Keena tells her dad it is going to be a really long story because she will talk to him about second grade and the birthday mix-up. 



Vocabulary
	These words merit less time and attention 
(They are concrete and easy to explain, or describe events/

processes/ideas/concepts/experiences that are familiar to your students ) 
	These words merit more time and attention

(They are abstract, have multiple meanings, and/or are a part 

of a large family of words with related meanings. These words are likely to describe events, ideas, processes or experiences that most of your student will be unfamiliar with)

	Wednesday, August 25  4:30 P.M.
· journal
· Washington, D.C.

· Maryland

· bald
· famous
Thursday, August 26  4:00 P.M./7:00 P.M.
· mysterious
· wacky
· curious

· permanent

· counselor

· playhouse
Friday, August 27  8:00 P.M.
· dessert
· ruined
· principal
Saturday, August 28  8:30 A.M./6:30 P.M.

· cartoon

· compromise

· teeny-tiny

· awful

· horrible

· admit
Monday, August 30  9:00 P.M.

· uniform

· complain
· grateful

· probably
Tuesday, August 31  10:30 A.M./7:30 P.M.

· beanbags

· different

· actually

· against

· apology

Wednesday, September 1  10:30 A.M./8:30 P.M.

· Valentine

· older

· crown

· smarty-pants

· mistake

· confused

· pretend

Thursday, September 2  10:30 A.M./3:30 P.M./8:00 P.M.
· pounding

· hint

· delicious

· celebrating

· announced

· explaining

· admitted

· disappointed

· frowned

· sternly

· punishment

Friday, September 3  10:30 A.M./1:30 P.M./4:30 P.M./8:00 P.M.
· tease

· stomping
· scraping

· escape

· clicking

· startled

· scrambled

· definitely

· snooping

· jealous

Saturday, September 4  11:30 A.M.

· DC

· Tryouts
**Academic Vocabulary**

· plot

· character relationships 

· character perspective 

· character motivation

· conflict 
· character traits
· genre

	· compromise

· conflict
· disappointed
· jealous

· honesty




Culminating Tasks
Students should respond using RACE or RSSE.
Students should use evidence from the text to support their writing/responses.
Re-Read, Think, Discuss, Write 

1. Write a Friendly Letter - Write a letter to Keena describing what she should do when the teacher thinks it is her birthday by stating a claim and supporting the claim with details from the text and personal connections. 
2. What does it mean to be honest? Why is it important to show honesty in your everyday lives? Write about honesty and support your answer with evidence from the text and personal connections.
3. Character Study – Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.

For this task students will need to use events and evidence from the text. 
4. This book is written as a journal.  Have students write their own journal entry about the following topic: Write about a time when you made a poor decision. How could you have behaved instead? How might things have turned out differently if you had made a better choice in the first place?
Additional Tasks
Before Reading Activity:

Making Predictions - Explain to students why reading the back cover of a book before reading is an important strategy for predicting what a book will be about. Then guide students in a close-read, deep analysis of the details on the back. Have students make predictions based on the details they read on the back. Preview to students that this book is written as a journal entry. Discuss the different reasons people use journals and what type of writing they would see in a journal.

· Based on the preview on the back of the book, what do you predict will happen? Why?

· Based on the book preview, what do we know about Keena? (traits)

· What “mess” has Keena gotten herself into? 
· What do you predict Keena will do to “get out of this mess”? Why?
After Reading Activities:

1. Write a Book Report/Review – Reviewing a book helps to improve reading comprehension. It also gives students the opportunity to express an opinion through writing and developing his or her writing style and voice. (See “Note to Teacher” for links to book report templates) 

2. Paper Bag Reports – Students will show understanding of characters, setting, major events, and story plot by choosing symbols that represent significant events or characters in the book. On the front of a lunch bag, students draw a scene from a book, the title of the book, and the author’s name.  On the back of the lunch bag, students write the names of the main characters and summarize the text.  Inside the lunch bag, students place objects or drawings that represent significant events in the book. They could also put in objects or drawings that represent aspects of the character’s personality.  Students should share their Paper Bag Reports with the class and explain the objects or drawings in the bag. http://www.readingrockets.org/content/pdfs/summarizing_PaperBag.pdf 
3. Making a Connection - What is a compromise? Does Keena fully understand what it means to make a compromise? Reread pages 19 -20. Think about a time you had to make a compromise. 
Additional Resources

www.getepic.com/educators
www.achievethecore.org
www.newsela.com
www.tweentribune.com
www.Superteachers.com
www.teacherspayteachers.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-08bKyQXhBI 

Note to Teacher

Preview and read text before instruction.
Anchor charts-
· https://www.weareteachers.com/21-anchor-charts-that-teach-reading-comprehension/ 

· http://www.theclassroomcreative.com/2012/09/reading-strategies-anchor-chart-ideas/ 
· http://www.teachingwithamountainview.com/p/anchor-charts.html  

Graphic organizers-
· https://www.readinga-z.com/comprehension/reading-graphic-organizers/ 

· https://www.teachervision.com/lesson-planning/graphic-organizer 

· https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/FREE-Reading-Anchor-Charts-1357803 
Character traits – 

· https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Character-Traits-Categories-642832 

· http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/p-as_docs/sample_character_traits.pdf 

· http://www.thecurriculumcorner.com/thecurriculumcorner123/2015/10/character-traits/ 

Book report forms – 

· https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Primary-Book-Report-Forms-381415 

· http://www.busyteacherscafe.com/printables/reading.html 

· https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Primary-Book-Report-Form-133271 

· http://www.readingrockets.org/content/pdfs/summarizing_PaperBag.pdf 

If you feel something may take more time adjust pacing as needed.
Feel free to enhance or supplement with any additional related text and/or activities.
Use the novel activity sheets as needed.
What Makes This Read-Aloud Complex?

1. Quantitative Measure

Go to http://www.lexile.com/ and enter the title of your read-aloud in the Quick Book Search in the upper right of home page. Most texts will have a Lexile measure in this database. 



2. Qualitative Features

Consider the four dimensions of text complexity below. 



3. Reader and Task Considerations

What will challenge my students most in this text? What supports can I provide?

The use of journal entries as text can be hard for students to follow and read independently. Teachers can provide support by previewing the text with the students and explaining the use of journal entries in the text. 
How will this text help my students build knowledge about the world?

The text will increase students’ awareness of the relationships between child-parent, child-sibling, student-teacher, and student-student. The text also lends itself to teaching the life lessons of being honest, dealing with conflict, and friendship.
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Meaning/Purpose 


This book explores the meaning of honesty, friendship and conflict. In addition, the story explores the ways the characters handle jealousy and disappointment.  





Structure 


There are multiple opportunities to explore character motivation and action, how characters respond to challenges and events, story plot, and character traits.  








Language 


The book is written as journal entries of a young girl. The author capitalizes words and phrases in order to convey emphasis to the reader and intended tone.





Knowledge Demands 


The author assumes that the readers will obtain understanding of the words- compromise, honesty, jealousy, disappointment, and conflict from the events in the text. These words may require additional discussion to ensure student understanding.
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