Genre: Realistic Fiction
Novel Study

Grade 3: Unit 5

Title/Author:  Frindle / Andrew Clements
Suggested Time: 14-17 days (TBA)

Common Core ELA Standards:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.9 Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.3.3.C Decode multi-syllable words.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.3.3.D Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.3.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.3.4.A Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.3.4.C Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.A Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.B Provide reasons that support the opinion.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.C Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.D Provide a concluding statement or section.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.A Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.C Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.D Provide a concluding statement or section.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.C Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.D Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.3 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.5 Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at an understandable pace; add visual displays when appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or details.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.6 Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4.A Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4.B Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4.C Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., company, companion).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4.D Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5.A Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps).

 Teacher Instructions
Before Teaching
1. Read the Big Ideas and Key Understandings and the Synopsis.  Please do not read this to the students.  This is a description for teachers, about the big ideas and key understanding that students should take away after completing this task.
Big Ideas and Key Understandings

· Words are a powerful thing.
· Things aren’t always what they seem.
Text Focusing Question

How do the characteristics of the characters influence how we feel about them? 

Did you feel differently about the characters in the beginning as you did in the end?
Synopsis
Who says that the meaning of a word is its true meaning? Who says that “dog” means a furry animal that barks and likes to play fetch? People do. This is the important lesson that fifth grader Nicholas Allen learns during his seventh period class with Mrs. Granger. 

As usual, Nick, trying to be the funny kid, decided to take this lesson to a new level and replace the word pen with the word “frindle”. Soon the entire school is buzzing with the new word and different reactions are surfacing between parents, students, and teachers alike. Nick led the brigade of frindle followers, against people protesting against the use of the new word – one of them being Mrs. Granger. Soon the new word was sweeping across the country and the popularity was growing. Will the new word catch on forever? Will it die and become a thought of the past? No one can tell what will become of the frindle.
2. Read chapters in the selection text, keeping in mind the Big Ideas and Key Understandings.
3. Re-read chapters in the selection text while noting the stopping points for the Text Dependent Questions and teaching Vocabulary.
During Teaching
1. Students read the assigned chapters independently.
2. Teacher reads the chapter aloud with students following along. (Depending on how complex the text is and the amount of support needed by students, the teacher may choose to reverse the order of steps 1 and 2.)
3. Students and teacher re-read the text while stopping to respond to and discuss the questions and returning to the text.  A variety of methods can be used to structure the reading and discussion (i.e.:  whole class discussion, think-pair-share, independent written response, group work, etc.)
Text Dependent Questions
	
	Text-Dependent Questions
	Evidence-Based Answers 
Sample student responses are included but not limited to the following. Any valid answer that is based on text evidence should be accepted. 

	Chapter 1 - Characterization
	(Character Analysis – pg. 1) Of the three lists of students mentioned on page 1, to which list did Nick Allen belong? Use evidence from the text to support your response
(Character Traits) Using details in Chapter 1 – How would you describe Nick? Use evidence from the text to support your response.
	     Nick Allen belonged to the group of students who are really bad. He poured sand on the classroom floor, turned the thermostat up to 90 degrees, and he made bird noises throughout class. Only a bad student would do those things.
     Nick Allen belonged to the group of students who are really smart. In the text it said that he had plenty of ideas and he knew what to do with them. He also was smart enough to trick the teacher. He kept making noises and she didn’t know it was him. These examples prove that Nick is smart.

   I would describe Nick using the word creative. In the story he wanted to turn his classroom into a tropical island so he had his classmates help. They made palm tree decorations, wore flowers in their hair or sunglasses, dressed for summer, and they even played volleyball. He is pretty creative to come up with all those ideas.

	Chapter  2 - Characterization 
	(Character Traits) Using details in Chapter 2 – How would you describe Mrs. Granger? Use evidence from the text to support your response.
	    I would use the word serious to describe Mrs. Granger. She seems to take her job very seriously. It said that she has perfect attendance and that it didn’t matter if you were in 5th grade or not she kept an eye on all the kids in the building. Only a teacher who is really serious about their job would do that.

	Chapter  3 – Compare & Contrast 
	(Compare and Contrast) - After reading Chapters 2 and 3, describe how Nick is different from Mrs. Granger? In what ways are they similar? Use evidence from the text to support your response.
	     Nick differs from Mrs. Granger in that Nick wants to waste time in class and get off task. Mrs. Granger, on the other hand, she is all business and uses time wisely. 
     They are similar because they are both clever. Nick is clever in thinking of a way to try and distract her. But, Mrs. Granger is also clever because she knows what he’s up to and she turns it around on him.

	Chapter  4 -

Inference
	(Inference – pg. 20) Why did Nick scratch his head and read it again?

(Inference – pg. 21) Why did Nick get a grin on his face?

	   Nick scratched his head and read it again because he didn’t understand. 
     Nick got a grin on his face because he has an idea and he is up to something.

	Chapter  5 - Inference
	(Inference – pg. 22) Why did Nick have a bad feeling in the pit of his stomach?
(Inference – pg. 32) Why didn’t Nick try to sidetrack Mrs. G again?
	     Nick had a bad feeling in the pit of his stomach because it was getting closer to 7th period and he had to give his report.
     Nick didn’t try to sidetrack Mrs. G again because the last time he did he got extra homework.

	Chapter   6 -

Cause & Effect
	(Pg. 33) Why did Nick and Janet miss the bus?

(Pg. 35) Why did Nick say, “Here is your…frindle,” when he handed Janet her pen?
	     Nick and Janet missed the bus because there was a school newspaper meeting.
     Nick said, “Here is your…frindle,” because he wanted to call a pen a frindle and try making a new word.

	Chapter 7 & 8 - 
 Cause & Effect
	(Pg. 39) What happened as a result of Nick raising his hand and saying he forgot his frindle?

(Pg. 48) What happened as a result of the parents complaining, the school bus drivers threatening to strike, and the school board and the superintendent getting involved?
	     As a result of Nick raising his hand and asking for a frindle, John said he had one and started searching for it. 
     As a result of the parents complaining, the school bus drivers threatening to strike, and the school board and the superintendent getting involved, the principal is going to go to Nick’s house to talk to his parents.

	Chapter  9 – Character’s Point of  View
	(Point of View – pg.51) - On page 51, the author writes, “Then while Nick’s parents listened, Mrs. Chatham laid out the story as she saw it.” What does the author mean when he writes that she told the story “as she saw it”? Describe the story that Mrs. Chatham tells Nick’s parents about Nick and the events that have occurred at Lincoln Elementary School, “as she saw it”. Why would Mrs. Chatham’s story NOT be the same as Nick’s story? 
	     The author means that Mrs. Chatham is telling the story from her point of view. It means that she is saying it the way it seems to her based on what she has seen and heard.
     Mrs. Chatham says that Nick encouraged others to use the word even though Mrs. Granger forbid it. She also said that it ruined the class picture and how hundreds of kids have been staying afterschool. In addition, she says that there is a rebellion at school and that no-one is respecting rules anymore.

     Nick’s story would be different than Mrs. Chatham’s because it would be from his point of view – the way he sees it. He doesn’t see anything wrong in making up and using a word. No-one got hurt. It was just an experiment with language based on what he learned from Mrs. Granger. This isn’t a rebellion. Kids are still going to class and doing what they are supposed to.

	Chapter  10 – Character’s Actions & Sequence of Events
	How do the characters in chapter 10’s actions contribute to the sequence of events in the story?

	     Judy Morgan feels the trees can wait and that frindle is a better lead for a story so she goes to Lincoln Elementary to ask questions.
     Mrs. Freed is sick and tired of hearing about frindle issues so she sends Judy Morgan in to see Mrs. Chatham.

     Mrs. Chatham feels uncomfortable and wishes Judy would just go away so she sends her to see Mrs. Granger.

    Mrs. Granger feels this is not a battle and that she is simply helping students to see that the foolishness should stop. She also predicts that, “This fad will fade.” So, she ends the conversations and walks away from Judy Morgan.

      The boy with the red hair and glasses feels that Nick wouldn’t want to talk to Judy because he might say something stupid and get himself in trouble. So, he sends her a class picture and identifies who Nick is.

	Chapter 11 – Word Choice
	The author, Andrew Clements, chose to repeat the line, “What is the meaning of this?!” three times in this chapter. What characters said this? To whom were they speaking? What actions did they make while stating this line? Why do you think the author repeated the same phrase over and over? 

	     The characters who said this line were Nick’s mom, the superintendent, and Mrs. Chatham. They were speaking to Nick, Mrs. Chatham, and Mrs. Granger. While speaking, Nick’s mom put the article in front of Nick’s nose. The superintendent slapped a copy of the article onto Mrs. Chatham’s desk. Mrs. Chatham was shaking the newspaper in from of Mrs. Granger’s face.
     I think that the author used the same phrase over and over to show how everyone saw the article and how it is impacting people all over the town.

	Chapter 12 – Character Motivation
	(Character motivation-pg. 72) - Who is Bud Lawrence and what does he want to do to the word frindle? Use evidence from the text to support your response.

	     Bud Lawrence is one of Westfield’s leading citizens. He bought the 1st Dairy Queen in the state and a McDonald’s restaurant too. He is rich!
     Bud wants to make money off the word frindle! He wants to apply for a trademark so he can sell pens, pencils, and shirts. He needs Nick’s fathers to sign a contract that would allow him to use the word. In the contract it says that Nick will get 30% of the profits.

	Chapter  13 – Compare and Contrast Setting
	(Compare and contrast – pg. 87) - Describe what was going on in the world with the word “frindle” – how was it different from Westfield? Use evidence from the text to support your response.
 
	     Life in Westfield has calmed down. Frindle has become a word that is used but there isn’t much fuss anymore. However, in the rest of the country kids were using the word and parents and teachers were trying to stop it. The buzz and excitement that was initially in Westfield has now moved on and into other areas of the world.


	Chapter 14 – Character Analysis
	(Analyzing characters – pg. 91) - Describe what is happening to Nick in Chapter 14. How is he changing and why? What words and actions does the author use to describe this change? What is he like by the end of the chapter? Use evidence from the text to support your response.

	     In the beginning of the chapter Nick was acting different. It said he was clamming up. He was still getting ideas but he wasn’t acting on them like he used to.  All the commotion with the frindle incident had him thinking twice before he acted upon his ideas now. His mom noticed first and then Mrs. Granger even said something to him. She said that the clever little rascal that use to be in her class wasn’t anymore.
     By the end of the chapter Nick is back to being himself again. The talk with Mrs. Granger helped and so did having off for summer. It said he made a full recovery and that he carried out his idea about school lunches. He is back to putting his ideas into motion again.

	Chapter  15 – Character Analysis
	(Character Analysis) – Things aren’t always what they seem. How does this statement relate to what you learned in this chapter? Use evidence from the text to support your response.

	     In this chapter I learned that Mrs. Granger is a totally different person than I thought she was. While reading this book I thought her and her eyes were mean. I thought it was cruel to try and forbid a word and to keep hundreds of kids every day for detention. But, after reading this chapter, I now see that things aren’t always what they seem. I learned that Mrs. Granger played the role of the villain to try and help the word along. She was actually proud of Nicholas for taking what he learned in her class and applying it in the real world. She admired him for that. Boy was I wrong about her.


Vocabulary
*Not in text but crucial for unit –

· Protagonist -the leading character or one of the major characters in a drama, movie, novel, or other fictional text.
· Antagonist - a person who actively opposes or is hostile to someone or something; an adversary.
	These words merit less time and attention 
(They are concrete and easy to explain, or describe events/

processes/ideas/concepts/experiences that are familiar to your students ) 
	These words merit more time and attention

(They are abstract, have multiple meanings, and/or are a part 

of a large family of words with related meanings. These words are likely to describe events, ideas, processes or experiences that most of your student will be unfamiliar with)

	Chapter 1

· deserved 
· thermostat 
· custodian 
· chestnut 
· pretended 
· annoying 
· promptly 
· apologized 
Chapter 2
· tidy 

· speck 

· cameo 

· alter 

· essential 

· acquire 

· expanded

· frantically

Chapter 3 

· acquainted 

· chatter 

· expert 

· delaying

· launch 

· sidetrack

· grenade

· hesitated

Chapter 4 

· graduated

· origins

· encyclopedia


	Chapter 1

· jolt 
· pounced 
· promptly
· crimson
· gradually
Chapter 2

· monopoly 

· reputation
· worshipped

Chapter 3 

· letup 

· The Lone Granger – (The Lone Ranger was a masked former Texas Ranger who fought outlaws.)

Chapter 4 

· spilled over



	Chapter 5 
· maximum 

· harsh

· fluorescent

· concentration

· linoleum 

· adjusted 

· edged 

· fascinating 
· unstoppable

Chapter 6 

· narrow

· concrete  

· absorbed 

· stooped  

· aimed  

· aisle 

Chapter 7 

· emphasized  

· gulped 

· disrupted 

Chapter 8 

· auditorium 

· complain 


	Chapter 5 

· maximum 

· fluorescent

· primly 

Chapter 6 

Chapter 7 
· launch

· swept the room

Chapter 8 
· furious 

· abruptly 

· strike



	Chapter 9 

· encouraging 

· ruined 

· first-class 

· vandalism  
· twilight 
Chapter 10  

· Gazette 

· occasional 

· rowdy 

· pursed

· phony 

· squirmed 

· straining 

· merely 
· bragged 

· chuckled
Chapter 11 

· authority 

· mastermind 

· cleverly 


	Chapter 9 
· rebellion
· chess game
Chapter 10  

· fad
Chapter 11 

· Mr. Webster (Webster’s Dictionary) 




	Chapter 12 

· recognized 

· awkward 

· investment 

· preliminary 

· disaster 

· subscribed 
· controversial 
· anchorman

· complications 

· lawsuit 
· ruckus 
· contract 
· trust account

· deposit 
Chapter 13 

· forbidden 

· limousine 
Chapter 14 
· rascal 
· tilted 
· remarkable  
· dose 

· commotion 

· stirred up

Chapter 15 

· junior 
· endures 

· rooting 

· oblong
	Chapter 12 

· trademark 

Chapter 13 

· ripple

· mania (frindle-mania)

Chapter 14 

· clamming up

Chapter 15 
· villain 




Culminating Task
Students should respond using RACE or RSSE. 
Re-Read, Think, Discuss, Write
1. Did you feel differently about the characters in the beginning as you did in the end? 

2. "Every good story," Mrs. Granger writes to Nick, "needs a bad guy, don't you think?" Do you agree? Does every good story have a villain? Can you think of any that don't?

3. Although Nick didn't know it until he turned 21, his new word earned him a huge amount of money. Do you think his parents were right in setting up a trust fund for him? What do you think he might have done with the money if he could have spent it earlier? What would you do if you suddenly had a lot of money of your own? 

**Additional Tasks
Before Reading Activity: 

One-of-a-Kind Frindles
In the novel, the main character Nick re-names the pen 'frindle'. Have students create their own special pen for use during writing linked to reading the novel. Give them time to brainstorm, then provide them with materials such as double-sided tape, ribbon, yarn, pom-poms, or any other material they can think of. Allow students to give their pens a special name and use to take notes as they read the story.

During Reading Activity:

Before reading chapter 5, cut strips of construction paper into the shapes of bookmarks. Bring these blank bookmarks as well as markers/any other decorating supplies. Have the students come up a new word for “bookmark,” just like Nick comes up with the word “frindle” for “pen.” They should all agree upon their favorite word and then decorate their bookmarks, writing the new word on their bookmarks. Once they finish decorating, have the students all agree to only use the new word when referring to bookmarks and to never use the word “bookmark,” just like Nick and his friends do with the word frindle. They should take the oath on page 38 (replacing the words “pen” and “frindle”). Students can use these bookmarks (and the new word!) for the rest of the semester.

After Reading Activities:
1. Create and define your own new word. Think of an object, a situation, or behavior that you think needs a single new word all its own. https://betterlesson.com/community/document/55929/frindle-invent-a-word 
2. When Nick decides to call a pen a frindle, he creates a new synonym for a word that has few. But many words, such as friend or attractive or ugly, already have several common synonyms. On your own or with a group, make a list of words with many synonyms. What's the largest number of synonyms you can come up with for one single word? 

3. New inventions and ideas or changing cultural influences continually add new words to our language. With the help of your parents or another adult, assemble a list of new words or new meanings for old words that have entered common usage within the last generation. Ask them as well about common words from their own childhood that are now seldom used. 

4. Nick makes his mark on the world even though he's just a fifth grader. Research and report to your class on other individuals who made significant contributions to literature, science, music, or other fields while still very young. If possible, bring in examples of their work. 
5. Describe how Nick and Mrs. Granger’s relationship changes throughout the book from the beginning to the end.

6. Report Card for Nick – grade his character and explain why: https://betterlesson.com/community/document/55937/frindlenicksreportcard
7. Book Jacket Project – www.teacherspayteachers.com   (free download)
8. Frindle writing assignment by Julia Gross – www.teacherspayteachers.com  (free download)
***Additional Resources
www.getepic.com/educators
www.achievethecore.org
www.newsela.com
www.tweentribune.com
www.Superteachers.com
www.teacherspayteachers.com
https://www.readinga-z.com/book.php?id=2984
Note to Teacher
Preview text before instruction.
Use anchor charts. https://www.weareteachers.com/21-anchor-charts-that-teach-reading-comprehension/ 
If you feel something may take more time adjust pacing as needed.
Feel free to enhance or supplement with any additional related text and/or activities.
Supplemental activities sheets are included.
What Makes This Read-Aloud Complex?

1. Quantitative Measure

Go to http://www.lexile.com/ and enter the title of your read-aloud in the Quick Book Search in the upper right of home page. Most texts will have a Lexile measure in this database. 



2. Qualitative Features

Consider the four dimensions of text complexity below. For each dimension*, note specific examples from the text that make it more or less complex. 



3. Reader and Task Considerations

· What do you want your students to accomplish with the text, and how will you implement this in your lesson?
     Students need to be able to follow multiple characters throughout a text. They need to see how characters interact, impact the plot, and change. These skills will be implemented through characterization, character analysis activities, comparing and contrasting of characters, as well as sequencing events of the plot through analysis of characters’ actions.
· How will you guide your students to construct meaning and grow as readers, based on the theme and content of this particular text? 
     Each chapter will include activities to engage the students in exploration and discussion of the characters. We will also introduce and assist students with selection vocabulary. These practices will assist students in constructing meaning related to the value of words and how things aren’t always as them seem.  
830L





Meaning/Purpose 


Multiple layers of complex meaning are present in relation to the development of characters. The characters in this story are inspirational people who have a direct and profound influence on one another.  In addition, this book explores the value of words and shows that words and language are powerful.





Structure 


There are multiple opportunities to explore characters’ motives and to see how those motives drive the plot forward. Cause and effect relationships are also present and should be focused upon.





Language 


This book is all about words and their origins. There is are strong references to dictionaries and their purpose. This text also includes a large amount of figurative language used primarily for the purpose of better understanding the characters and their actions. 


 





Knowledge Demands 


The author assumes that the readers will obtain ample understanding of trademarks, how contracts work, having an adult sign for a minor, trust accounts, and trust funds for college scholarships from the text. These topics may require additional discussion to ensure student understanding.
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